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had the Honour to Preach 
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(which are too many to mention here, 
and ſuch as perhaps would offend his | 
Modesty to have expreſ d,) would | 
make a Reſolute Denial an Unpar- 
donable Piece of Incivility to Nu, as well 
as of Ingratitude to Him. Wherefore 


in Cumpliance with: your repeated De- | 


#1 
View; and uch as it 1s, 40 moſt hunt- 
Bly Dedicate it to your Service, who. am, 
Gentlemen, 
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CHARLES CHAMBRES. | 
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Prov. III. 4. 


So ſhalt thou find favour , and good un- 
' derſlanding in the fight of God and 


_ Man, 


vine Knowledge by Inſpiration entitled 
him to the juſt Character of being the 


| - HE Wiſe King Solomon, whoſe Expe- 
NF rience in all Things Natural, and his di- 


wiſeſt of Men, gives us in the Text a remarkable 


Proof of his Superior Judgment and Sagacity. 
In the Beginning of the Chapter, Verſe the firſt, 


he exhorts his Son to Religion under a diſguiſed 


Command of Obedience to Himſelf, that a Senſe of 


* 
1 
2 

122 


8. 


his Natural Obligation to his Parent might the more 


powerfully engage his Dutiful Service to God his 
Maker. My ſon, keep my law, and let not thine heart 
forget my commandments, meaning That Law, and 


| Thoſe Commandments which he by Inſpiration had 


received from God, and did reveal to Mankind to 
regulate and to adorn human Converſe: and which, 
he might as well call His Law and Commandments, 
as St Paul in his Second Epiſtle to Timothy (a) calls 
the Goſpel of Chrift his Goſpel, becauſe Preach d 
and Delivered by him. 

Theſe his Commandments originally Divine, he 
in the 2d verſe encourages his Son to obſerve, with 
an aſſurance that Peace and long Life ſhould be part 
of the Bleſſed Conſequences of 1t. For length of days, 


end long life, and peace ſhall they add to thee. 


(a) Ch. 2. v. 8. | 
1 „5 And 


(2) 
And in the zd verſe he ſpecifies them under par- 

ticular Characters of Mercy and Truth. Let not mercy | f 
and truth for ſalę thee; which conſider d in their ut- : 
moſt Latitude, implicitly contain, and ſtand fairly | 
to repreſent all the Duties of Religion; Mercy figni- | q 
fying that Benignity of Temper, that Charity and | © 
Readineſs to do Good, which all Men, for the Sake | d 
of God, are obliged to one towards another; | J. 
which Diſpoſition is utterly inconſiſtent with all 
Thoſe Vices which have any Tendency to Moleſt or 
Injure Mankind: and Truth ſignifying that Faith- | n 
fulneſs and Sincerity of Heart to God and Man, in 
all thoſe Duties, which from the Rule of Common | 5 
Juſtice and Equity, we have any ſpecial obligation to. 
Theſe therefore in a very preſſing manner he 
binds upon his Son; And as a token of his due re- { 
gard to Precepts of ſuch Importance, he bids him in | (© 
the words immediately following, and in the ſame 
Verſe, to Bind them about his neck, and write them upon 
the table of his heart; alluding to a Cuſtom among 4 


ö the Jews of wearing the Decalogue or Summary of q 
| the Moral Law upon their Breaſt, to keep them in | 
| cloſe Remembrance of their Duty; which conſtant - h 
Remembrance, without doubt, of their Religious 
Obligations, muſt needs have a ſtrong Influence upon 
| their Practice to reform it, and a mighty Efficacy | : 
| to Preſerve their Integrity. | Ge 
And ſuch an intimate Regard to Religion, couch'd b 
| under the Name of his Law and Commandments, | I 
| and ſpecified under the Characters of Mercy and 
=. Truth he farther Encourages in the 4th verſe (which . 
| are the words of the Text) with an Aſſurance of the 
Conſequent Favours of God and Man. So ſhalt thou | 
find favour, and good underſtanding in the fight of God | g 


| 
4 
| 
| 
| 
| 


and man, 


And 


. 
And here the Wiſdom of Solomon, the Royal 


Preacher of the Doctrine in the Text, is mani- 
feſtly ſuperior to the Wiſdom of the World. For 
though that Religion, which is a ſuppoſed Obedience 
to the revealed Will of God, and the beſt Method of 
doing Him the Greateſt Honour, ſhould be Pleaſing 
to God, is a thing not difficult to be conceived; 
yet that ſuch a Divine Inſtitution, ſo Spiritual in 
its Nature and Obligations ſhould by any means be 
' agreeable to the Carnal Deſires of Man, or in any 
| reſpects pleaſing to Him, is not ſo eaſy under the 
ſtupifying Degeneracy of human Nature to be Ima- 
| gind; That Religion under all its preſent Diſ- 
| couragements and Reproaches, and the general Con- 
| tempt of it in the World, ſhould nevertheleſs be 
| agreeable to the generality of the World, is a kind of 
| ſeeming Paradox, That notwithſtanding the Profane 
Scurrilities of Atheiſts, the Unworthy and Blaſphem- 
ing Tenets of all the Heterodox and Dividing Here- 
: zicks, beſides the no leſs Scandal falling upon it 
through the extravagant Immorality of every Age, it 
| ſhould ſtill continue amiable in the fight of Sinfull 
Men, is ſtrange to Conceive; eſpecially conſidering 
| how engaging a Compliance in Sin, 1s, or a Confederacy 
in an ill Deſign: And moreover what Aufterities 


of Mortification, Seli-denial and extreme Patience, 


Religion impoſes on it's Melancholy Votaries; And 


what Barbarities and Perſecutions They that have 
been moſt Religious, have Suffer d from Men meer- 
ly on account of their Religion, none but a Solomon 
one perfectly acquainted with the Tendencies of 


Things to Promote or Fruſtrate human Happineſs, 


or One well inſtructed in his Book of Wiſdom could 
have firſt Taught ſuch a Doctrine, and reconcile it 


to the Humours and Contrary Obſervations of Men, 


A 2 that 


(4) 


that Religion was the neareſt way to the Favour and | 


Good Underſtanding of Men, as well as God. 


This Doctrine then of Solomon ſuppoſed to be | 
True, we have Two of the greateſt Encourage- | 


ments to Religion that can be, namely the Favour 
and Approbation of God and Man. 

In this Diſcourſe I ſhall beg leave only to conſider 
the latter, the Favour and Good Underſtanding of Men, 


which is promiſed in the Text to be alſo the Conſe- 


quence of a Virtuous Life, For though the Favour 
and Good Will of God, being the Supreme Reward 
and Happineſs of Man, is the greateſt Encourage- 
ment, we muſt own, to Religion, and ſhould carry 
off the Firſt and Utmoſt of our Religious Regards, 


yet to have ſome little regard to the Acceptance of 


Men, and their good Efteem, as it is Natural to 
Mankind, ſo if it be in Subordination to God and 
for his Sake, it.is every Mans Duty. For it 1s cer- 
tainly God's Will that for the Comfort and Well- 
Being of Human Society, we {ſhould render our 
ſelves as agreeable to one another, as, without Viola- 
tion to the divine Law and Honour, we can. For 
to approve our ſelves to Men and pleaſe Them with- 
in the Bounds of our Chriſtian Liberty, 1s but con- 
ſiſtent with the Love we owe to one another, and 


the Offices of Mutual Kindneſs and Beneficence ; and 


is agreeable both to the Advice and Practice of St 
Paul, who commands that Every one of us do pleaſe has 
neighbour for his good, (a) even as he himſelf pleaſed all 
men in all things (b), And we cannot beſides ſuppoſe 
that Solomon the divine Preacher would have told 
his Son in the Context the means to procure the 


Efteem and Approbation of Men, nor mention d it 


in the Text, as a Motive to a Religious Life, if the 
(a) Rom. 8. 2. (6) 1 Cor. 10. 33. 


Favour 


. . 
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(9+) 
Favour and good Underſtanding of Men were not 
things very deſirable to human Nature, and the De- 
ſire of them, in ſome caſes and reſpects, Lawful. 

To ſhew therefore the Importance and Force of 
the Wife Man's Argument, which encourages Reli- 
gion from the Fayour and Good Underſtanding of 
Men, I ſhall 


FIRST Endeavour to ſhew what great Deſires Men 
have to approve Themſelves to the World, and ob- 


tain a Favourable Underſtanding in the ſight of Men. 


SECONDLY in order to evince the Truth of 


the Wiſe Man's Doctrine, 1 ſhall farther endeavour 


to ſhew, That a due and ſtrict Regard to Religion and 
Virtue is the beſt means of obtaining the ſo much de- 
ſir d Favour and Good Underſtanding of Men. 


THrikDLy and Laſtly, I ſhall Conclude the whole 
with a Brief Exhortation to Virtue and Religion. 


FixsT I am to ſhew what great Deſires Men have 
to approve Themſelves to the World and gain a fa- 
vourable Underſtanding in the fight of Men. This I 
ſhall do very briefly, that I may the more largely 
inſiſt upon the Second Head which ſeems to be the 
more direct Deſign and Doctrine of the Text. 

This then is very eaſy to be conceiv'd by any One 
who from his own daily obſervation, Conſiders what 
various methods Men take to recommend them- 
ſelves to the World, and reconcile their Manner and 
Deportment to it; how particularly they regard the 


| Opinions of others; and how pleafing to the Mind 


| of every one is Praiſe or a good Reputation. 


Tis ſomething Strange and yet but Common to 


| obſerve that notwithſtanding the blind and partial 


| Fondneſs which all Men have for themſelves, and 


the 


(6) 

the candid Judgment which upon that Account they 
are apt to make upon their own Conduct and Abi- 
lities, there is nevertheleſs an Univerſal Submiſſion, 
ina great meaſure, to the Judgments and Humours 
of other Men. For how many do we ſee take their 
RELIGION, the moſt Sacred and Important of all 
human Concern, and which every one ſhould be 
more particularly Curious to Conſider and Examin, 
before he Subſcribes upon Servile Truft? And ſo to 
avoid contradicting the Received Opinion of their 
Friends or Country, make Themſelves Proſelytes 


to Men, more than to God. For in hopes to ob- | 


tain their better Eſteem and Countenance they 
pay an Implicit Deference and Submiſſion to their 
Judgments. 

And though beſides Men have Inclinations of 
their own to gratifie (and to gratifie their Deſires 
mult needs be pleaſing) yet nothing is more common 
than to ſee Men do Violence to their own, to fall in 
with thoſe of others. Hence it is that the Faſhions 
of the World are ſo Religiouſſy obſerv d, and Men 
forego their own private Fancy, to appear according 


to that of the Publick. What the World puts any 


Value or Efteem upon, that commonly is the Object 
of Purſuit. And tho the World vary in it's Modes 
never ſo often or Capriciouſly, yet the New ones 
are conſtantly complied with, without any ſerious 
regard to the Levity or Importance of them. 
Hence the Condeſcending Popularity of the 
Courtier, who builds his Fortune and his Character 
upon the Plauſible Reſentment and Efteem of Men: 
Hence proceed all the Ceremony and Complement 


of the World: Hence the exact Caution of many 
Men's Behaviour, which if it did not appear of- 


fenſive to Men and become obnoxious to their 


Cenſures, 
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Cenſures, they would not 3 regulate: Hence 
: that reſtraining Shame of an Ill Cauſe, and the 
Shameful Deſertion of a Good One: Hence the 
Hypocrite's Wicked Abomination, who Forces a 
Religion to be ſeen of Men: Hence alſo the De- 
ſigning Larve of general Diſſimulation, and the 
pains Men are at, to make their Expreſſions agreeable 
and their Senſe compatible with every Ones Inter- 
pretation: Hence in ſhort, out of a Deſire to be 
approved by Men, and to eſtabliſh a Character, 
the Curious Labours, Enterprizes and Endeavours 
of Ancients and Moderns; for the Love of Praiſe is 
a thing rooted and inter woven in our very Conſti- 
tution; it appears in the early Complacency which 
Little Children have in Commendations, in the 
Active Emulations of Youth, and under the more 
diſguiſed Behaviour of Men of Years: and there is 
ſcarce one to be met with ſo much Abandon'd to his 
own Will and Caprice, but would, if he could, with- 
out denying himſelf the Gratifications of his more 
predominant Paſſions, delight in a Character, or a 
fayourable Underſtanding in the fight of Men. 
This I hope being ſufficient to Teſtifie the Truth I 
firſt propoſed to Conſider and Eyince, I haſten now 
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|  SECoONDLy, To ſhew that a Due Regard to Vir- 
iS tue and Religion is the beſt Means of obtaining the 
ſo much defired Favour and Goop UNDERSTANDING 
Ee | of Men. . 
r And here if we trace the Merits of our Anceſtours 
1- | and Examine the Records of Ancient and Modern 
It | Hiſtories for the Reaſons of their Character and 
'Y | Applauſe, we ſhall find that from the beginning of 
i- | the World ; VIirTUE has been the Foundation of 
IF | Praiſe, and the good Actions of Men the Gy of 
1 | | 0 their 
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(8) 

their ſarviving Glory. Sometimes 'tis true, we find 
Things Recorded to the Honour of Men which are 
not ſtrictly Honourable and Virtuous, but perhaps 
the contrary; but then they are Recorded out of a 
Miſtaken Apprehenſion of Virtue in the Hiſtorian, 
and being thought by Him Matters of Commenda- 
tion, and agreeable to his Judgment, ill inform d, he 
tranſmits them to Poſterity under Characters of 
Virtue. So that Virtue is the general Pretence of 
every Approbation: which ſhews the Univerſal 
Conſent of Men that it only is Praiſe worthy. All 
things elſe which Adorn Mankind either iu Mind or 
outward Circumſtances are Things indifferent: high 
Quality in Birth or Station, great Riches or Abili- 
ties of Underſtanding, are Advantages all of a Com- 
mon Nature, which both the Wicked and Religious 
may be equally Maſters of; ſo that upon that Ac- 
count there 1s no Difference between them. Now the 
Virtues of Religion do not leſſen the real Value of 
ſuch common Privileges, but rather add to their 
Decorum and Efteem. For to Inſtance to you in the 
forementioned Particulars, a Perſon Valuable on 
Account of his Birth and Meritorious Anceſtors, 
tho' he has all the Deference and Submiſſion ſhew'd 
him, due to his Superior Rank; yet if Himſelf be 
adorned with Religious Graces and Simular Virtues 
to his renowned Relations; if he has acquired the 


cels, 1s affable and kind in his Converſation, juſt 
and good in his Reſolves and Execations; he will 
be the more Honour'd and Reſpected for Theſe his 


beloved than if he wanted ſuch Religious Endear- 
ments, and was proud and haughty, ſupercilious 
and reſery'd, as well as injurious to his inferior 


” 
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Ornament of a meek and quiet Spirit; is eaſy of 'ac- 
Perſonal good Qualities, and ſurely more univerſally. 


Neighbours. Again, | 


3 * 
A foah, Fo £ }  frrifjeay fed oh frond hind 


2 WW -5 — jon} os 


2 3 


bh 
i : 


to Promote God's Glory, and the Good of Men; as 


. 
. 
Wes, 
* 

# : . . 


(s) . 


: Again, If Riches be the foundation of great and 


popular Reſpect, and a Man's Treaſure magnifies 
the ſplendour of his Condition, yet if he expends of 


his Abundance in Acts, of Kindneſs, and Charitable 


Beneficence, and abounds in good works as he does in 


Plenty, it will not derogate from the Merit of his 


great Poſſeſſions, but add to the Credit of them, and 
gain him the deſirable Character as of a Rich, ſo of a 


good and faithfull Steward, a rich Benefactour to Man- 


kind, and a juſt Diſpenſer of Providential Bleſſings. 
So again in any Poſt of Authority and great 
Power, if a Man Employs it for the Good of Man- 
kind, for the Maintenance of Peace and Equity, for 
the Service and kind Relief of the Injured and Op- 


. preſſed; his religious Regards will by no means De- 


r his Honours, but Enhance the Dignity of 
is Character, and endear him more to the Affections 
of thoſe who obſerve his Conduct, than if he uſed 


his Power and Promotion to be diſtinguiſh'd only 
from the Crowd below, and to make himſelf more 


dreaded than beloved by them. TE 

Then as to the Abilities of the Underſtanding, 
when a Man has made a commendable Proficiency in 
Knowledge, it can certainly be no Diminution to 
his Character, that his Learning and Parts be ac- 
companied with Virtue, or that he adds to his 
„ of a ſerpent, the innocence and ſimplicity of 
a dove. Fees 

For a Man, who having diſtinguiſh d himſelf 
from others by eminent degrees of Knowledge, em- 


ploys it to the Benefit of Mankind, and freely com- 


municates it to Inform, Adviſe, and Improve Hu- 


man Nature, and has no other Views in his generous 


uſe of it, than to Remove Error and Eſtabliſh Truth, 


he 


(120) 
he Deſer ves greater Praiſe and Favour for ſuch ad- 
ditional good Principles; ſo Men are naturally apt 
to give it him: and to Reſpect and Love him more 
than Thoſe who ſearch the depths of Learning pure- 
ly to Exalt themſelves above the Common level, and 


to vilifie and ridicule the unequal Endowments of 


others, which cannot be raiſed to the ſame Pitch 
of Improvement: And who like our Modern Ak- 
RIANS and Chriſtian DE1sTs uſe their Learning and 
Abilities to Puzzle Mankind and to Oppoſe Revela- 
tion; to conceal, mare than they diſcover, Truth, and 
perplex the Merits of a Religious Cauſe; and make 
their diſtinguiſh d Attainments ( otherwiſe com- 
mendable) wicked Inſtruments of confirming Preju- 
dices, and bringing human Nature into a more cor- 
rupt Degeneracy of Ignorance and Prophane Error : 
who have ſuch a wicked Fondneſs for their own Rea- 
ſon, that they diſdain to ſubmit 1t even to Gop and 
his AUTzok1TY; and ſo Force it, againſt the true 
bent of it's Nature, to maintain ſcruples of mere 
Suppoſition and wanton Imagination; labouring 


thereby to make Divinity appear Abſurd, and Religion 


Deſpicable; to recommend I ſuppoſe their conceited 


Superiority of penetration into Myſteries, and their 


Skill in intimate but SornisTiCAL Reaſoning. Surely 

ſuch wicked uſes of a great Underſtanding, and ſuch 
profane Cavils againſt Divine and Infallible Truths, 
cannot render a Man of Learning and Parts ſo 
amiable and approved, as when Modeſty, and Inte- 
grity, and Chriſtian Charity are the diſtinguiſhing 
parts of his Character. 5 


Thus the Ornaments of Religion are the true 


foundation of Eſteem, and the beſt Topicks of de- 


ſerved Praiſe: without Theſe Man is but a rational 
kind of Brute, nay not ſo much, if to be Rational 


implies 


* 


; | 
(1) 
implies a Conformity to, as well as a Natural En- 
dowment with Reaſon. For Religion, with reſpect 


to Practice, is but a fairer Coppy o Reaſonable Laws: 


and to be Religious is no more than to be truly Ra- 
tional. To be Irreligious therefore is to act contrary 
to Reaſon's Preſcripts, and to Degenerate from the 
Created Dignity of our Nature; which cannot be 
approved by any but who Themſelves are ſadly 

llen into the ſame vile Apoſtacy. Chriſtian Vir- 


tue is the very Perfection of Reaſon, and was re- 
vealed in Holy Scripture to perfect and purify Man- 


kind from it's acquired Pollution, and to reſtore 
Man to the ſame Brightneſs of the Divine Image in 
which he was at firſt Created. 

Abilities therefore, whether External, or belong- 
ing to the Mind, whether Natural or Acquired, if 
they want the Refinements and Direction of YiR- 
TUE, are no Foundation for juſt Merit or Applauſe; 
They are imperfect Things to form a Character, 
and borrow their Luſtre, as the Stars from the Sun, 
from the ornament of Religious Graces. 

I beg leave to illuſtrate this, by making or ſup- 
poſing One Inſtance out of the higheſt Order and 


Rank of Men; a King, let him be never ſo Abſo- 


lute in his Prerogative, and Peremptory in his De- 
cree, If he Rule without the Fear of Him whoſe 
Sovereignty he was Anointed to Repreſent; If he 
has no Religious Regards to Juſtice and the true In- 
tereſt and Happineſs of his People, he may indeed 


be DxEeapeD, as a Tyrant that can do Miſchief, but he 


cannot be ſo well Eſteemed and Beloved, nor re- 

ceive that chearful and willing Obedience, as a Re- 

ligious and a Wiſe Prince, who primarily Intends 

the Divine Glory, and Studies to preſerve Thoſe 

committed to his Charge, in Peace, Wealth, and God- 
| __ : 32 lineſs: 


( 12) 6 

kneſs: A Prince whoſe Care for his Subjects is as 
Univerſal as his Right to Govern them, and his 
Love as general as their dutyful Obedience, who 
Diſtributes his Favours with an Impartial Hand, 
according to the moſt conſpicuous Merit, making 

Thoſe that are moſt Faithful in their Allegiance, 
and moſt Accompliſhed in the ¶Truſt, the moſt Di- 
ſtinguiſn d in their Honours, and the Cloſeſt in his 
Royal Embraces; that ſo like his Great and Hea- 
venly Maſter, he may Approve himſelf to Him No 
 Reſpefter of Perſons, but that in every Station, he that 
_ worketh Righteouſneſs, is accepted by him. And whoſo 
among Princes doth theſe things ſhall never fall; fall 
neither in the good Eſteem and Affection, nor by 
the Hands of his Subjects, but their Loyalty and 
Gratitude, and Love ſhall ever Defend and Honour 
him whilſt he Lives, and do Juſtice to his Pious and 
| Renowned Memory when he is call'd to God, and 

gathered to his Royal Anceſtors. | 

It would alſo be very eaſy to Inſtance to this pur- 
poſe out of every other Condition in Human Life, 
Thoſe eſpecially in High Places (whoſe Conduct is 


more univerſally obſerv d, and their Opportunities 


and Power, greater to do Good) that the more Ver- 
tue they carry and diſplay in their Diſpoſitions and 
Behaviour, or the more HoN OUR and CONSCIENCE 
(as the world calls it) they Exemplifie in their Sta- 
tion, the more they will be honoured, and reſpected, 
and beloved by Men. | | 


Indeed ſometimes Good Men may have Enemies, 


and Bad Ones (ſuch as are falſely ſo calld) their 
Friends; but theſe Friends to the Latter, are al- 


ways ſuch as themſelves, or ſay, the Lord proſper you, 


we wiſh you good luck. And the Love which they 
pretend 1s little more than a cheerful Concurrence 
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in the ſame Iniquity : for Friendſhip between the 


wicked is impoſſible, that Relation being too reli- 
ow and ſacred for ſuch to be tied in. And ſurely 
uch a Concurrence, and all the Approbation and 
Applauſe of the Wicked, can be no Advantage, 
but is rather an additional Reproach to a Cha- 


. rafter, for Iniquity cannot like a good Action be 
the more commendable, for being more general 


and extenſive. 

And as for the Enemies of Good Men, Men 
adorned with all the lovely Endearments of Virtue 
and Religion, They are Monſters in their Nature, 
and deviate from the ſober ſenſe of Reaſon; and 


therefore like Monſters are to be accounted for, 


Things Strange and Uncommon; and if in this caſe 


they be more Common and Numerous to be met 
with, it proves only the great and monſtrous dege- 


neracy of Mankind, but does not diſprove the Truth 
of the Text; Virtue ever having a Native Tenden- 


cy to procure Favour and Affection from Uncor- 


rupt Mankind, 


Thus it appears that Religion is the true Standard 
of Praiſe; and the more good any one does, whe- 


ther he be Prince or Subject, and the more Piety 


Sobriety and Juſtice his Life is adorned with, the 


more he certainly deſerves, and the more he will 


enjoy of, the good Efteem and Love of Men. 


Of a Truth good Men will neceſſarily eſteem and 
embrace ſuch a One, in regard to Juſtice as well as 
Virtue's own Endearment; and I am perſuaded 

alſo that Bad Men have a ſecret Veneration for 


Thoſe that are truly Good; though their own 
Wickedneſs is too great, and is too ſelf condemning, 
to confeſs it. For Vertue has in it Charms to Capti- 


vate the moſt unciyilized of Men, and ſteals their 
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Approbation, as a Loadſtone the embrace of Iron, 
with force unſeen; which is an Argument that Vir- 


tue and human Reaſon have an Unſeparable-and 
Everlaſting Sympathy. For Virtue being the Off- 
ſpring of ETERNAL REaS0N, the Rational Faculty of 
Man which is the Image of That, cannot but have a 
kind of =794 or Natural Inclination for it. Why elſe 
does Vertue in every reſemblance ſo pleaſe and de- 
light the Soul? or why is the Character of an honeſt. 
good Man ſo agreeable, and we feel a kind of warmth 
and ſecret Inclination to him when his Name is men- 
tion'd? tis becauſe his name recollects and brings 


to mind his Virtues, and his Virtues ſtrike us into 


Approbation and Eſteem for him. And there is 


not an Example of one ſingle Virtue which enters 


a Moral or a Chriſtian Character, but what endears 
a Man's Conduct to the Rational World, and has a 
Commanding ſweetneſs belonging to it: let us juſt 
mention a few. 3 „ 3 

How pleaſing and ornamental to a Noble Birth, 


are Humility and Innocence? How Graceful and 


Engaging in a Perſon of great Abilities of Under- 


ſtanding, are Modeſty and Affability, when his Parts 


are neither blemiſhed with Conceit, nor conceal d by 
guilty Baſhfulneſs; but flow in ſolid and eaſy Senſe, 


Uſeful and Delightful to his enamour'd Hearers? 
How commendable with Power and great Wealth, are 
Chriſtian Charity and Generoſity? in a: Place of 


Truſt, Fidelity and Conſtancy? in any Calling, Ho- 


neſty and Sobriety? in Proſperity, a religious Gra- 
titude and Beneficence to Men? in Adverſity, Pa- 


tience and a tacit Reſignation? and in every Con- 


dition of Life, how Commendable are a Regular 


Piety, a conſtant Chriſtian Loyalty and a Brotherly 
thoſe 


Love? I ſay a Chriſtian Loyalty to uphold it from 


( 15) 

thoſe IIl Men, who have Conſtrued and Diftin- 

guiſh'd it down into Facriox, ExXIGENT RESISTANCE, 

and ARBITRARY REBELLION. True Loyalty and that 

which beſt maintains the Divine Dignity of a 
Crown, and the Due Reverence in Subjects, is the 
Loyalty preſcrib d by St Paul, who by divine Au- 
thority and Inſpiration abſolutely prohibits Reſi- 
ſtance, Becauſe it is reſiſting the Oxpmancs of God. 
And if God in preſcribing Loyalty, or the Rule 
of Human Allegiance to his Vicegerents upon Earth, 
has put no Caſe for Reſiſtance, 1. e. No TIuES Axn 
SEASONS FOR REBELLION, it is Preſumption in Man to 
put a Reſerve upon his own Duty, and more to Main- 


: 
) 
- tain his partial Obedience. | 
8 
a 
t 


" | Thus Chriſtian Loyalty and all the other Virtues 
of a Moral or a Chriſtian Life, as They are the In- 
diſpenſible Duties of all who profeſs and call them- 
ſelves Chriſtians, ſo They are the Beſt and Greateſt 
Ornaments of all, who call themſelves Men; and not 
d | only Recommend them to the Preſent and Future 

_ | Mercies of HEAVEN, but in the mean Time to the 
Favours and Good Eſteem of Mankind. 


| To Conclude therefore this Diſcourſe: What Re- 
2 j mains, (fince Religion is the beſt Ornament of every 
7 


3 Station, and the ſure and ſole Foundation of de- 
ſerved Applauſe, (but that we all learn perfectly to 
& | Accompliſh our ſelves, and Adorn our Lives with 
of 2 PIX t 
it s Graces and Perfections. 


ff And fince the Chriſtian Religion 1s the only True 
a. | and Divine Religion upon Earth (the Jewiſh being 
a. contain d and reform d in the Chriſtian) Let us who 
ar [are profeſſedly Chriftians, and engaged by the So- 
1 y lemn and Sacramental Oath in Baptiſm, make it's 


divine Doctrines, contained in the Old and New Te- 
iſe |{tament, the ſole Rule of our Faith and FROM. : 
n 
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A. Ade ber Own N | cit. 
8 "i Elan as it is by the Laws Eſtabliſ d, is t 
pureſt Church of Chriſtian Profeſſors upon "Earth; 
1 us with daily Gratitude to Heaven for being 
Members of it, firmly adhere to its uncorrupt P 

ciples, and make our Lives as pure as her Doctrines- 

And as Our moſt Excellent Church is the Glory 
of all Lands in it's Conſtitution, ſo let the Vertues, 
we may Learn in it, make us, in Our Examples and 
Moral Characters, che beſt and moſt eſteem d of 
all People. 

And let none be aſhani 'd to- maintain and hold 
faſt bi Integrity like Job till be Diet] nur to be too 
timorous to DARE TO BE HONEST IN THE WORST OF, 
Twts: for Conſtancy in Virtue, as it is the beſt and 
moſt blazing Character which a Man or Chriſtian 
is capable of, ſo to ſhew it, in Times of Danger and 
Prevailing Impiety, 18 the beſt Argument of. Sin- 
cerity in our Religion which will Recommend us 

to God moſt High above all things, and make our 
Conduct pleaſing to 1 and. all — Ge- 
| nerations. % ; S. W. 
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Nen to Go the Father, God the Son, ol Get FY 
Hoh Ghoſt, be all Honour, Praiſe and Thankf- 
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